The Southside Township annual meeting was called or order at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 9, 2010 by Clerk/Treasurer Carmen Merrill.  The following people were present:  Jeremy Kaskinen, Phyllis Latour, Maynard Nilson, Brandon Schindele, Tom Ranta, Dave Hartley, Dan Traeger, Barbara Ostlund, Alan Ostlund, Aloys Olson and Zane Schaefer.  
Clerk Merrill led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Jeremy Kaskinen made a motion to nominate Alan Ostlund as moderator.  Zane Schaefer seconded the motion.  Hearing no other nominations, a unanimous ballot was cast for Alan Ostlund.

A motion was made by Phyllis Latour to approve the minutes of the 2010 annual meeting.  Barbara Olson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Tom Ranta to approve the Financial Report for 2010 as presented by Clerk/Treasurer Carmen Merrill.  Maynard Nilson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Dave Hartley and Dan Traeger were present as representatives of the Annandale Fire Department.  They reported there were 151 total calls for 2010 with 20 of the calls originating from Southside Township.  They have 27 members on their fire department roster with new, young members joining as the older members retire.  The Department received a $146,000 FEMA grant that will be used to purchase gear, SCBA, hose, pagers and fitness equipment.  The new pumper was purchased in July 2010 at a cost of $362,000.  Southside’s portion was $51,740 which was paid in a lump sum.  
Tom Ranta, Brandon Schindele and Jeremy Kaskinen were present as representatives of the South Haven Fire Department.  South Haven Fire Department answered 82 calls for 2010 with 25 of them originating from Southside Township.  The calls break down as follows:  6- fire; 11- rescue; 7 – weather spotting and 1 car accident.  The building is complete and there is ample space for equipment.  
Clerk/Treasurer Merrill presented the 2012 budget and levy request.  The General Fund levy was increased by $4480 to $88,990.00 with increases on line item of Assessor pay, election supplies, mileage, insurance and cemetery maintenance.  The Road Fund budget was decreased by $51,500 with decreases in the street project and maintenance line items.  There was an increase to the supplies as the Township prepares for the new signing program.  The assessment for South Haven Fire Department is $42,084 or $63/unit.  The assessment for the Annandale Fire Department is $31,050 or $50/unit.  Zane Schaefer made a motion to approve the following levies and assessment for 2012:
General Fund $88,990.00; Road & Bridge Fund $267,350.00; South Haven Fire $42,084.00; Annandale Fire $31,050.00.  Aloys Olson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Township Supervisor Maynard Nilson reported there are no new major projects planned for 2011.  The Board will do the spring and fall road reviews in April and October.  The snow plowing for this season was tough due to the amount of snow we received but our contractor Hendricks Sand and Gravel has done a good job.  Jeremy Kaskinen has been doing the brushing and tree cutting of our township roads for the past two years.  The ditches are in good shape with many dead trees and stumps being removed and the ditches being recreated.  The Township will continue the dust control program only on township maintained roads.  Residents can once again pay to have their private roads and driveways done at their own expense.  The Board is looking at doing a seal coating or overlay on Montgomery Avenue this summer.

Township Supervisor Phyllis Latour reported the Board will begin working on a new Cemetery Committee in 2011.  Don Daniels retired from the committee and the Board feels its time to meet to set up a new committee, look at the bylaws and reorganize.  A special meeting has been called for March 22 at 7:00 p.m. for this purpose.  

In other business, Zane Schaefer asked for donations for the Annandale Youth First organization.  The organization serves at risk youth in the Annandale area with mentoring programs, after school programs and art programs.  There is more need now due to the economic times so he asked the Township to support the future of our youth.  Carmen Merrill made a motion to donate $500 to the Annandale Youth First program.  Maynard Nilson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Phyllis Latour made a motion to set the 2012 annual meeting for Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. at Southside Town Hall.  Barbara Olson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Barbara Olson stated she and the residents of Southside appreciate the time and work the two fire departments and the Board gives to the township.  Alan Ostlund thanked the clerk for the continuous updates on the website so that residents can stay informed.

Phyllis Latour made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m.  Jeremy Kaskinen seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

