
The Southside Township annual meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 by 

Clerk/Treasurer Carmen Merrill.  The following people were present:  Jim Hallstrom, Oscar Laney, Dana 

Kjaer, Robert & Corla Niesen, Jeremy Kaskinen, Alan Ostlund, Joe Dwenger Jr., John Reynolds, Tim Hable, 

David Burd.  

Clerk Merrill led the pledge of allegiance.  

Jim Hallstrom made a motion to appoint David Burd as moderator.  John Reynolds seconded the motion.  

Since no other nominations were heard a unanimous ballot was cast to appoint David Burd as the 

moderator. 

Tim Hable made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2018 annual meeting.  Jim Hallstrom 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Clerk Merrill presented the treasurer’s report.  The general fund receipts and disbursements for 2018 

showed a difference of $723 disbursements over receipts.  The Road and Bridge fund had a $101,012 

difference of receipts over disbursements for the year.  The majority of the excess funds was the 

$50,000 set aside for street projects and $42,000 excess for road maintenance and repairs.  The excess 

funds are set aside for street projects in the coming year. The fire fund had a difference of $1273 

disbursements over receipts.  This was due to uncollected assessments of $1,283 for 2018.  Dana Kjaer 

made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report.  Tim Hable seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Joe Dwenger was present as a representative for the Annandale Fire Department.  He reported they 

have 26 members.  Their equipment is in great shape and they are requesting $44,712 for 2020 which is 

the same funding as 2019. 

Oscar Laney and Dana Kjaer were present as representatives for the South Haven Fire Department.  

Oscar reported there were 140 total calls for 2018 with 31 calls to Southside Township.  Their roster is at 

25.  Their equipment is in great shape and they don’t anticipate any large expenditures in the coming 

year.  They are requesting$47,863 for 2020 which is the same funding as 2019. 

David Burd stated both fire departments do an excellent job. He thanked them for their service.  Those 

present gave them a round of applause. 

Clerk Merrill presented the 2020 budget and levy request. The General Fund levy request is $116,293 

which is a increase of $14,769. The increase in the budget comes from the increase in assessor cost of 

$2027.  Meeting pay increased by $1,600 for the clerk.  Most of the extra meeting costs will be due to 

training for the 2020 election.  Election supplies increased to $5,000 due to new election equipment and 

more training for judges. Recycling services will increase by $3,000 which is the 3% increase in our 

contract.  The Road and Bridge levy request for 2020 is $309,650.  This is a $4,400 increase from 2019 

budget. This increase is for additional cost of dust control.  The fire assessment request remains at 

$92,575 for 2020. Total levy increases for 2020 is 4%.  Jim Hallstrom made a motion to approve the 2020 

levy as follows: General Fund levy of $116,293, Road and Bridge fund levy of $309,650 and Fire 

Assessment of $92,575. Dana Kjaer seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Jim Hallstrom reported on the roads for Southside Township.  Our last large road project was in 2014.  It 

was an overlay of 80th St NW.  The cost was $161,400 and was paid with money saved over the previous 

years.  The Board had planned on paving 90th St NW from County Rd 3 NW west to Hwy. 55 in 2018.  The 



township engineer reviewed the road and the initial cost of $175,000-$200,000 was determined to be 

closer to $500,000.  The road is very narrow with steep ditches.  The Board felt that this was too high a 

cost for a very short section of road.  The Board is now considering using chipseal on 90th St NW and 

Nevens Ave NW on the east side of Lake John.  The total cost for the chipseal is estimated at $73,000. 

The product has been used in both Clearwater and Silver Creek township with great success.  The 

township will do these two roads as a test to see how it holds up under the traffic. Both roads will be 

graded, and Class 5 applied prior to the chipseal application. 

Tim Hable reported he is the representative for Annandale Fire Department.  He attended their meeting 

and was very impressed with the department.  They had 7 new hires in 2018.  They are growing the 

force to replace retirees.  They held their budget to the 2019 request. 

John Reynolds reported he is the representative for South Haven Fire Department.  He was a fireman for 

23 years in Hutchinson.  He stated the department is a dedicated group.  They have 4 new trainees.  

They too kept their 2020 budget request the same as the previous year. 

Jim Hallstrom reported the township has a new website that is easier to navigate.  The township will 

have a joint Junk Amnesty day with French Lake township on June 1st.  The township enforces the county 

junk ordinance and will have the ordinance on the website.  If someone has a concern about a property 

due to excess vehicles or debris, please contact the Board.  We will send out letters and work with the 

property owner to bring the property into compliance.  

In other business Dave Burd asked what people thought about the Hwy 55 stoplight.  Oscar Laney stated 

when he is traveling east bound on Hwy 55 the stoplight can take up to 5 rounds before the east bound 

traffic get the green light.  Alan Ostlund stated he felt is was much safer since the installation.  No major 

accidents have happened since it’s installation. 

David Burd asked the township to consider donating $1,500 to Annandale Youth First in 2020.  The 

organization works with at risk youth in the Annandale area.  They have several programs including 

Cardinal Buddies, After the Bell, AMS buddies and several other mentorship programs.  All Youth First 

activities are designed to help build the forty assets into the lives of the youth.  Dana Kjaer made a 

motion to donate $1,500 to Annandale Youth First in 2020.  Alan Ostlund seconded the motion.  John 

Reynolds stated he does not like forcing people into donating to an organization through taxes. He 

donates his personal funds to organizations he feels deserves his money.  David Burd stated the 

organization is funded through donations and grants.  The directors apply for grants and scholarships.  

They’ve received many including funds for a mentorship program from Wright Hennepin Electric.  David 

called for a voted.  The motion was carried with one dissenting voted.  

Tim Hable made a motion to set the 2020 annual meeting on Tuesday, March 10, at Southside Township 

Hall at 8:00 p.m.  Jim Hallstrom seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Dana Kjaer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 p.m. Tim Hable seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried.  

 


