
Pursuant to due call and notice there of the Southside Township Board of Supervisors met for a special 

meeting on Tuesday, October 15, 2019, at Southside Town hall, Wright County, MN.  The purpose of the 

special meeting was to discuss the water run off issue on 62nd St NW and possible solutions and costs. 

The following members were present:  Chairman Jim Hallstrom, Supervisor Tim Hable and John Reynolds 

and Clerk/Treasurer Carmen Merrill.  Also present: Ron Bray, WSB Engineering, Phyllis Latour, Greg & 

Pam Matheson, Jeff and Lori Johnson, Bob and Elaine Fleskes, Keith Kohn, Shawn Pedersen, Chuck 

LaMere, Wayne and Sandra Schmidt.   

 

Chairman Hallstrom led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Hallstrom opened the meeting with introductions of Board members and township engineer 

Ron Bray.  He stated the purpose of the meeting was to review the water run off issue along 62nd St NW 

along with possible solutions and costs.  He asked that those present share the information with their 

neighbors.  The Board would like to get the information out so the township and the residents can work 

together on  a solution.  

 

Ron Bray of WSB Engineering presented information regarding the process for improvements to 

township roads. An improvement project can be started by a unanimous vote of the town board or by a 

petition of 2/3’s of the affected property owners.  If the Board decides to move forward the next step 

would be a feasibility study and then a public hearing to present the study and costs of proposed 

project.  If approved the project would then go to design and bids.  The final step would be a public 

hearing to approve the cost of the assessment for the improvements.   

 

The area for improvement is approximately 800 ft long. There are 9 or 10 properties that are on the 

portion of 62nd St NW that would be improved and 22 other properties that travel over the improved 

portion to access their property.  The project would begin at the top of 62nd St NW which is a steep hill.  

Water runs down the hill, gains momentum and gravel and then deposits the gravel and water on 

properties along the route and the bottom of the hill.  

 

Alternatives available for 62nd St NW: 

 

• # 1:  Continue to maintain 62nd Street as a gravel road. Continue erosion and drainage 

issues/storm water impacts 

• #2:  Look at some remediation for certain properties, but most likely pushes the issue to the 

next property 

• #3:  Look at full curb and gutter option with pavement and storm sewer with collection, 

treatment, outlet. Costly improvement. May require easements and right of way purchase on 

Porter. 

 

The project involves putting in curb and gutter and pave the road which would be approximately 19’ 

wide. The water would run down the road, into a water collection system that would allow the 

sediment to settle from the water. The water would then be piped out and discharged into the lake.  

The most logical place for the discharge pipe would be Porter Ave NW. The Township would have to 

purchase an easement along Porter Ave for the discharge pipe. 



 

 

The preliminary cost estimates for alternative #3: 

• Curb and Gutter section at 21 feet back to back for 800 feet estimated at $253,000 including 

10% contingency 

• Typical 429 Assessment Projects use 20 to 30 percent for LEAF (Legal, Engineering, 

Administration, and Finance cost) 

• Use $309,000 with 20% LEAF for Project costs - estimating purposes 

• Roughly 9 to 10 Homes on proposed pave portion and about 22 other parcels that use 62nd 

Street NW as access Road 

• Porter and North access road are assumed private roads. 

•  

Most of the cost of the project would be paid for by the residents in the form of assessments.  

 

Preliminary assessment estimates: 

• One assessment unit = $15,000 over a 10 to 20-year period or approximately $1500 per year 

plus a 4 to 5 % interest rate. 

• Property owners with direct access to 62nd Street NW = 1 assessment. 

• Feeder property owners (Porter etc. residents) = .5 unit assessment is $7500 or $750 per year 

plus interest. 

• Preliminary Assessment total Amount Estimated at $309,000 (100%) 

 

Shawn Pederson, 6124 Porter Ave NW, asked about alternative options.  Could something other than 

asphalt and curb and gutter work? Would a solid surface such as crushed granite suffice?  The cost is 

very high.  

Chairman Hallstrom stated we have used crushed granite and it too gets washed away. 

 

Jeff and Lori Johnson, 16055 62nd St NW, own a gravel company and have equipment available to work 

on the road.  They feel the height of the road is an issue in the water draining into people’s driveways.  

They propose taking the road down 9-12”, slope the road and place crushed granite over the top.  They 

would do this at no cost to the township. 

Chairman Hallstrom stated before work could begin soil borings would have to be done to determine 

how deep the gravel is and what is under the road.  He would also ask our road maintenance person and 

Ron to meet at the road to discuss the project scope.  

 

 

Greg and Pam Matheson, 16083 62nd St NW, have lived on the road for 36 years and get gravel in their 

driveway and garage.  They’ve tried several things to stop the gravel and basically have given up.  

 

Chuck LaMere, 6132 Porter Ave NW, is concerned about blacktopping the road.  He feels it would be 

very slippery in the winter.  

 

Keith Kohn, 16082 62nd Ave NW, stated the water at the bottom of the hill would have to go 

somewhere.  Would the township buy property? Is the cost included in the estimates? He has been 



working on fixing his driveway for 40 years.  He has found reconstituted asphalt works well. He 

questioned the need for the DNR to review the pipe discharge into the lake.  

 

Wayne Schmidt, 16045 62nd St NW, stated he cleaned up the gravel in his driveway and put granite 

down.  He has experimented with different ways to change the flow of the water.  He even purchased 

the property next to his so he could direct the water away from his house.  He had mild success with 

water diversion, but the gravel has returned, and the granite is covered.  He asked about center of road 

storm water collection.  Ron Bray stated snow plowing would be difficult.  

 

Chairman Hallstrom stated the township will begin by doing soil borings.  He would like to meet out at 

the site with Ron Bray, Lonnie Hendricks and the Johnsons to talk about the scope of the project the 

Johnson’s are proposing.  Updates regarding the road will be available at the upcoming meetings of the 

town board or by contacting any of the Board members either through the website or by phone. The 

phone numbers were provided in the letters.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


