
Pursuant to due call and notice there of the Southside Township Board of Supervisors met for a regular 

meeting on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at Southside town hall, Wright County.  The 

following members were present:  Chairman Jim Hallstrom, Supervisors Tim Hable and John Reynolds 

and Clerk/Treasurer Carmen Merrill. Also present Layla Burda, Rick and Dawn Phipps, Pat Liebsch, Bernie 

Miller, Christine Husom, Lonnie Hendricks, Jeremy Kaskinen. 

 

Chairman Hallstrom led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Supervisor Hable made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 6 and August 27, 2019 minutes.  

Supervisor Reynolds seconded the motion.  Chairman Hallstrom noted changes to the minutes for 

August 27th.  Minutes will be changed to reflect the corrections.  Motion carried. 

 

Clerk Merrill presented the following balances for bank accounts: 

Current Assets 08/31/2019   
Checking account balance                     1,064.56  
Money Market Saving 785,780.64  
Certificates of Deposit 162,384.10  
Fire Money Market  Acct 40,022.00  

    
Total Current Assets  $989,251.30 

 

No one was present for the open forum. 

 

Chairman Hallstrom reported he has heard good comments on the chip seal projects.  He asked Lonnie 

to add material to the driveways along the roads so help level out the approaches.   

 

Clerk Merrill presented the Board a Beacon print out showing the 62nd St NW area and property owners.  

The Board called for a special meeting to discuss the water issue for the road with the residents.  The 

meeting will be held on Tuesday October 15th at 7:00 p.m. at Southside Town hall. Clerk Merrill will 

contact Engineer Ron Bray and send a letter to the residents. 

 

Rick and Dawn Phipps along with Bernie Miller were present to request variances for adding a second 

story and squaring off the existing cabin at 7296 Quinn Ave NW.  The existing structure is 

nonconforming as one corner is 20.1’ from OHW of Lake Sylvia and 40.2’ on the other corner.  They will 

be taking the existing cabin down to the foundation and rebuild it into a 2-story home with living area 

over the garage.  The cabin will be a 3-bedroom home after reconstruction.  They would like to install a 

type 4 septic system as the existing one is non-conforming.  The new drain field will be ½ ft from road 

right of way and 47.5’ from OHW.  The new tanks will be 45.4’ from OHW.  The current lot coverage is at 

13.1% and will be 13.8% after reconstruction.  Current impervious coverage is at 34.2% but will be 

24.95% after construction due to removal of existing concrete ramp.  The addition on the corners of the 

cabin will be 9.2’ and 10.1’ from the side lot line.  The increase to the sq. footage of the house will be 92 

sq. ft.  The Phipps would like the improvements as they plan to make the home their full-time residence.  

The Board reviewed the site plan and suggested planning for water control.  Chairman Hallstrom stated 

the rebuilt cabin will be no closer than the existing cabin.  Lot coverage will improve, and a new septic 



system will be installed.  This seems like an improvement to the existing cabin and lot.  Supervisor Hable 

made a motion to approve the following variance requests: 

9.2’ and 10.1’ side lot set back 

New Type 4 septic system 6’ from house, drain field 47.5’ from OHW and tanks 45.4’ from OHW 

Addition to house 40.2’ from OHW 

Approval due to impervious coverage being brought into compliance and a new septic system for the 

property. 

Supervisor Reynolds seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Layla Burda, 6182 Quinn Ave NW was present to ask the Board for help with water running off Quinn 

Ave NW onto her property.  She and her husband purchased the home 3 years ago and have made 

improvements to the property.  When they purchased the property there were sandbags along the 

bottom of the driveway, but they didn’t realize the true scope of the issue.  They have been trying to 

landscape their property all summer and have had it all washed away due to water running down their 

driveway.  They are still using sandbags to keep the water away from their foundation.  Supervisor Hable 

stated he knows the lot.  The house sits at the bottom of three hills.  It is a difficult site for water control.  

He stated he would be willing to meet at the site with Lonnie Hendricks and Layla and her husband to 

try to come up with ideas to handle the water.   

 

Chairman Hallstrom reported Waste Management will be changing the recycling schedule.  Our 

residents are great recyclers and the truck cannot handle all the recycling.  The plan is to change to two 

recycling routes.  One Monday will be the area of the township that is east of County Rd 3 and South of 

Hwy 55 and the following Monday will be the balance of the township.  Waste Management will send 

out letters to the residents.  Clerk Merrill will post the letter and a new route and recycling calendar on 

the website once she receives from Waste Management.  The entire township will be picked up on 

September 30th.  On October 7th the portion east of Cnty Rd 3 and South of Hwy 55 will be picked up 

with the balance of the township picked up the following Monday and continue on this schedule from 

there on.  

 

Chairman Hallstrom presented a map for the county to use for the 2020 bidding of sealcoat and 
overlays.  The plan is to get bids for a sealcoat of Quinn and 80th Street -both Lake John and County Rd 3 
to County Rd 2.  We’d also like a bid for the overlay of   80th street west of Mid Minnesota pit. Once the 
bids are received the Board can decide what work will be done.  Supervisor Reynolds made a motion to 
submit all the projects to Wright County to be bid for 2020 construction season with the right to reject 
any and all bids.  Supervisor Hable seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
 
Patrick Liebsch, 13488 77th St NW, was present to discuss getting a variance to add a deck to his cabin.  
He currently has a pergola on the lakeside of his house. He would like to remove the pergola and replace 
with a 14’ deck 23’ from the OHW of Lake John.  Clerk Merrill had contacted Barry Rhineberger from 
Wright County Planning & Zoning to get the setback for Lake John.  The zoning requirement is a 100’ 
setback from OHW of the lake.  The variance request is a 77’ variance.  Chairman Hallstrom stated he 
could not support the request.  It is too close to the lake.  Supervisor Hable stated he could not support 
the request due to the proximity to the lake.  Patrick thanked the board for their time.   
 



County Commissioner Christine Husom was present to update the Board on what’s happening at Wright 
County.  She reported she participated in a Nuclear Drill today.  The drill was a 4-hour enactment of a 
nuclear emergency that involved Homeland Security, FEMA and Xcel.   
The Board will meet for a budget session tomorrow.  They hope to keep the levy increase at 7%.  
Bids for the new government center came in $7 million less than expected and the bond came in at 
2.9%.  The bonding company decreased their costs by $2 million so the Board was happy with the 
outcome.   
A new IT director for the county was hired and began working in August.  
Chairman Hallstrom asked for Christine’s help getting the ditch fixed in the area around the culvert on 
County Rd 3 that was worked on by the county highway department this spring.  He stated the area is 
dug up and dangerous as it was left.  
 
Chairman Hallstrom met with South Haven officials regarding water issues on Pittman Ave NW.  They 
are working to direct the water off the road and away from their wastewater treatment plant. 
 
The following bills were approved as presented: 
 

Check # Date Payee 
Cash 
Account Amount 

3017-5903-8398 9/8/19 Google LLC 100-10100 6.00 

7017 9/10/19 Annandale Advocate 100-10100 34.56 

7018 9/10/19 Central MN Dust Control LLC 100-10100 3,476.60 

7019 9/10/19 Couri & Ruppe, PLLP 100-10100 100.00 

7020 9/10/19 Earl F. Andersen, Inc. 100-10100 334.24 

7021 9/10/19 Hendricks Sand & Gravel 100-10100 36,151.55 

7022 9/10/19 
Meeker Cooperative Light & Power 
Assoc 100-10100 39.00 

7023 9/10/19 Norgren Tree Service 100-10100 4,485.00 

7024 9/10/19 Waste Management 100-10100 5,937.55 

7025 9/10/19 Windstream 100-10100 325.02 

7026 9/10/19 Wright County Auditor Treas. 100-10100 400.00 

7027 9/10/19 Wright Hennepin Electric 100-10100 39.46 

7029 9/10/19 Timothy A. Hable 100-10100 166.23 

7030 9/10/19 James Hallstrom 100-10100 176.47 

7031 9/10/19 Carmen M. Merrill 100-10100 936.51 

somper000524739 9/10/19 
Public Employees Retirement 
Association 100-10100 165.20 

7032 9/10/19 John H. Reynolds 100-10100 274.86 

7028 9/10/19 Reinhardt Maurer 100-10100 565.25 

7031a 9/10/19  100-10100  

      
Total    53,613.50 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 

 

 

 


